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Governor Baker Nominates Sarah Weyland Ellis to the Woburn District 
Court 
  
BOSTON— Governor Charlie Baker has nominated Sarah Weyland Ellis, an attorney 
with extensive civil and criminal law experience, to serve as a judge in the Woburn 
District Court. 
 
“Sarah Weyland Ellis is a highly skilled attorney who has demonstrated the ability to 
effectively manage throughout her career,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Her 
knowledge of the most nuanced issues before the District Court and leadership skills 
makes her an exceptional candidate for the Governor’s Council to consider.”  
 
“Attorney Ellis will bring her extensive hands on experience from the Middlesex 
County District Attorney’s Office and the Administrative Office of the District Court to 
the bench, if confirmed by the Governor’s Council,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn 
Polito. “Her commitment and contributions to the Governor’s Council on Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault over the last year and a half have been exceptional.” 
 
There are 62 District Courts throughout the Commonwealth hearing a range of 
criminal, civil, housing, juvenile, mental health and other case types, including all 
felonies punishable by a sentence up to five years, misdemeanors and violations of 
city and town ordinances and by-laws. 
For more information about the District Court, 
visit http://www.mass.gov/courts/court-info/trial-court/dc/. 
  
Judicial nominations are subject to the advice and consent of the Governor’s Council. 
Applicants for judicial openings are reviewed by the Judicial Nominating Commission 
(JNC) and recommended to the governor. Governor Baker established the JNC in 
February, 2015 pursuant to Executive Order 558, a non-partisan, non-political 
Commission composed of volunteers from a cross-section of the Commonwealth's 
diverse population to screen judicial applications. Twenty-one members were later 
appointed to the JNC in April, 2015. 
 
About Sarah Weyland Ellis 
 
Sarah Weyland Ellis is currently the Deputy General Counsel and Director of Legal 
Policy for the Administrative Office of the District Court, where she advises all levels 
of the court on legal issues and ethical considerations. She also drafts court rules, 
trains judges and clerks on various matters before the court, and participates in 
judicial committees. Before beginning with the Administrative Office in 2014, Ellis 
spent over 10 years as a Middlesex County Assistant District Attorney filling various 
roles and responsibilities, including: District Court Prosecutor, Superior Court 
Prosecutor, Second Assistant District Attorney, and Director of District Courts. She 
also currently serves on the Governor’s Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault, as well as the Trial Court Domestic Violence Education Task Force. She 
graduated from Kenyon College summa cum laude with a B.A. in English Literature in 
1997 and from Boston College Law School in 2000. 
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